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JOHN S. DOWLING & COMPANY A CORPORA'lION OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

The Board of Commissioners Lawtell Gravity Drainage District No. Eleven of St. Landry Parish Opelousas, Louisiana 

John S. Dow]ing, CPA 1904-1984 Retired Harold Dupre, CPA 1996 John Newton 8tout, CPA 1998 Dwight Ledoux, CPA 1998 

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Lawtell Gravity Drainage District NO. Eleven of St. Landry Parish, a component unit of the St. Landry Parish Police Jury, as of and for the nine months ended September 30, 2001. These general purpose f~nancial statements are the responsibility of Lawtell Gravity Drainage District No. Eleven's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Audltinq Stan~0rds, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reaeonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Lawtell Gravity Drainage District No. Eleven of St. Landry Parish, as of September 30, 2001 and the results of its operations for the nine months then ended, in conformity with accounting principles: generally accepted in the United States of America. In accordance with Government Auditir~ Standards, we have also issued our report dated February 1, 2002 on our consideration of the Lawtell Gravity Drainage District No. Eleven of St. Landry Parish's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The supplementary information listed in the table of contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis 
I~ O. Box 433 4766 1-49 North Service Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 337-948-4848 7elefax 337-948-6109 
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and is not a required part of the general purpose financial statements of the Lawtell Gravity Drainage District No. Eleven of St. Landry Parish. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 
Opelousas, Louisiana February i, 2002 





ASSETS 

LAWTELL GRAVITY DRAINAGE DISTRICT NO. ELEVEN 

Cash in bank Time deposits Total assets 

OF ST. LANDRY PARISH 

LTA~TLITIES AND FUND EOUITY LIABILITIES Medicare tax withheld Total liabilities FUND EQUITY Fund balance Unreserved and undesignated T~ta] ~und esuitv Total liabilities and fund equity 

~RPTEMBER 30. 2001 

$41,763 25,010 

$23 23 
66,750 66,750 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



LAWTELL GRAVITY DRATNAGE DISTRICT NO. RLEVEN OF ST. LANDRY PARISH 
IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BA~I~) AND ACTUAL .6[ENERAL FUND 

REVENUES Other Interest Total revenues EXPENDITURES Current operating Salary of secretary/treasurer Commissioners' per diem and expenses Payroll taxes Restoring canals Engineering assistance Professional fee Office expense Chemical treatment of canals Advertising Office rent Secretary's travel Total exDendlture~ 
FUND BALANCE beginning of year FUND BALANCE, end of year 

BUDGET ACTUAL 
~_!,125 .i,125 
1,800 3,749 29 66,040 5OO 955 246 12,710 520 2,624 ~,173 ~,048 

. $1,955 1,955 
2,000 4,406 29 66,040 5OO 955 246 10,519 1,146 3,250 89 89,180 

VARIANCE FAVORABLE ( UNFAVORABLE ) 

200 657 
2,191 (626) (626) _ (B9) (v) 87,225) 82_3 153,975 66,750 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



LAWTELL GRAVITY DRATNA~R DTRTRICT NO. R[,RVRN OF ST~ LANDRY PARISH OPELOU~A~. LOUISIANA FOR THE NINE MONq'H~ ENDED ~EPTEMBER 30. 2001 
NOTE i - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

A 

B 

The entity being reported on is the Lawtell Gravity Drainage District NO. Eleven of St. Landry Parish, which is a component unit of the St. Landry Parish Police Jury. The District was created by the St. Landry Parish Policy Jury as authorized by Louisiana Revised Statute 38:1751. The District is governed by a Board of Commissioners, which consists of five commissioners appointed by the St. Landry Parish Policy Jury. The Gravity Drainage District was established for the purpose of opening and maintaining all natural d~ains in the District, where drainage is accomplished using the natural force of gravity. 
The accounting and reporting practices of the Lawtell Gravity Drainage District No. Eleven of St. Landry Parish conform to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental ~ccounting and financial reporting principles. 
As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the St. Landry Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for St. Landry Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the St. Landry Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: i. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a 
b 
The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. 



NOTE 1 B 

OF ST. LANDRY PA~TRM OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL ~T~TVM~NTR 

Continued Continued 
2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Because the Police Jury appoints a voting majority of the District's governing body and the Police Jury has the ability to impose its will on the District, the District was determined to be a component unit of the St. Landry Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements present: information only on the funds maintained by the District and do not present information on the Police Jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or the other governmental units that co~)rise the financial reporting entity. C. FUND ACCOUNTING The District uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of }ts operationa. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed tO provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. The fund of the District is classified as a governmental fund. Governmental funds account for the District's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies. The fund presented in the financial statements is described as follows: Generai Fund The General Fund is the general operating fund of Drainage District No. Eleven of St. Landry Parish. It all financial resources. the Lawtell Gravity is used to account for 



OF ST. LANDRY PARISH 
FOR THE NINE MONTHS ENDED SEPTEMBER 30. 2001 

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCO[~TING POLIqIES (Continued D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

E 

F 

The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. All governmental fund types are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. The modified accrual basis of accounting is utilized by the governmental fund types. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recorded when susceptible to accrual, i.e., both measurable and available. Available means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred, if measurable. Revenues from local sources consist primarily of property taxes. Property tax revenues and revenues received from the State of Louisiana are recognized when susceptible to accrual. Miscellaneous revenues are recorded as revenue when received in cash because they are generally not measurable until actually received. Investment earnings are recorded as earned since they are measurable and available. Purchase of various operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the time purchased. The costs of governmental fund-type inventories are recorded as expenditures when purchased and items on hand at year-end, if any, are not recorded as assets. Expenditures for insurance and similar services which extend over more than one accounting period are accounted for as expenditures of the period of acquisition. 
Investments are stated at cost, which approximates market Louisiana statutes authorize the District to invest in United States bonds, treasury notes or certificates, time certificates of deposit in state and national banks, or any other federally insured investments. 
The District does not have fixed assets or long-term liabilities as of September 30, 2001. The District does not capitalize infrastructure assets, if any. 



LAWTELL GRAVITY DRAINAGE DISTRICT NO. ELEVEN OF ST. LANDRY pT~ISH OPELOU.qA.q . LOUI~qIANA NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE NINE MONTH~ ENDED ~EPTEMBER 30, 2001 
NOTE i - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIF~. (Continued) 
G The Lawtell Gravity Drainage District No. Eleven adopted a budget for the twelve months ended December 31, 2001. The budget presented in the financial statements has been adjusted to reflect nine months of activity in order to present it on a comparative basis with actual figures. H. ENCUMBRANCES 
I 
NOTE 2 - 

NOTE 3 - 

The District does not employ the encun~rance system of accounting 
The District does not have a pension pol~cy. There is only one e~t~Ioyee. Social Security Retirement System. plan or a vacation and sick leave This ~ploy~ participates in th~ 
At September 30, 2001, the bank balance of cash in the NOW checking account was $21,113 and in the certificate of deposit account was $25,010.The cash and investments are fully collateralized by federal deposit insurance and by collateral pledged by the banks in the Drainage District's name. 
The District's ad valorem property tax is levied each October 1 on the assessed value listed as of the prior January 1 for all real and business personal property located Jn the District. During the year, the District levied a special tax of 4.96 mills on all the taxable property in the District. Property taxes are due on October 1 and become delinquent by January 1 of the following year. The St. Landry Parish Sheriff bills, collects, and distributes the property taxes for the District using the assessed values determined by the Tax Assessor of St. Landry Parish. At September 30, 2001, taxes for 2001 were not yet assessed NOTE 4 - FUND BALANCE The General Fund does not have a deficit fDnd balance at September 30, 2001 



NOTE 5 - LITIGATION 
OF ST. LANDRY PARISH 

The District was defendant in one lawsuit in which damages were awarded to the Plaintiffs in the amount of $10,377 plus legal interest on that amount from date of Judicial Demand which was August 5, 1986. Pursuant to Article XII, Section 10/C of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the District is not required to pay the judgment unless funds are appropriated for payment of the judgment. As of September 30, 2001, the District had not appropriated funds for payment of this judgment. NOTE 6 - PER DIEM Compensation paid to board members is summarized below 
Ralph Sonnier Sherman Cravins Alcee Boudreaux, Jr Lorella L. Marshall Joseph Eaglin, Jr. Total 

2001 Per Diem Travel $780 660 780 840 840 
$185 202 33 27 59 
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JOHN S. DOWLING & COMPANY A CORPORATION OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

10 
John S. Dowling, CPA 1904-1984 Relired CPA John Newton Stout, CPA 1998 Dwight Ledoux, CPA 1998 REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAl, CONTROl, OVER FYNANCYAT REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL ~qTAT~MENT.q PERFORM~ 

The Board of Commissioners Lawtell Gravity Drainage District No. Eleven of St. Landry Parish Opelousas, Louisiana We have audited the general purpose financial statements of Lawtell Gravity Drainage District NO. Eleven of St. Landry Parish, as of and for the nine months ended September 30, 2001, and have issued our report thereon dated February i, 2002. We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditinq Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Compl iance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether Lawtell Gravity Drainage District No. Eleven of St. Landry Psrish's general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditinq Standards. However, we noted a certain immaterial instance of noncompliance that we have reported to management of the Lawtell Gravity Drainage District NO. Eleven of St. Landry Parish in a separate letter dated February i, 2002. Internal Control Over Financial ReDortino In planning and performing our audit, we considered Lawtell Gravity Drainage District NO. Eleven of St. Landry Parish's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, we noted several suggestions for improving internal controls that we have reported to management of Lawtell Gravity Drainage District No. Eleven of St. Landry Parish in a separate letter dated February i, 2002. P. O. Box 433 4766 1-49 North Service Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 337-948-4848 Telefax 337-948-6109 
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Ii 

This report is intended solely for the information of management and the appropriate regulatory agency and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
Opelousas, Louisiana February 1,2002 





STATEMENT OF ASSETS, LIABILITIES, AND EOI)ITY - CASH BA~T~ 
ASSETS Cash in bank Time deposits Total asset~ 

LIABILITIES Medicare tax withheld Totai liabilitiee FUND EQUITY Fund balance Unreserved and undesignated Totai fund eouitv Total ]iabilitiem and ~und equity 

SEPTEMBER 30. 2001 

$41,763 2~5010 66__~,773 
$12 ]2 
66,76] 96,761 
6~6 773 

12 



T.AWT~,LL GRAVITY T)RATNA~E DT.qTRTCT NO. ET,EVEN OF ST. LANDRY PARISH STATEMENT OF REVENUES EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FIEND BALANCE - CA~qR EA~qI.q 
REVENUES Taxes Property tax Intergovernmental State revenue sharing Other Interest Total revenues EXPENDITURES Current operating Salary of secretary/treasurer Commissioners' per diem and expenses Payroll taxes Restoring canals Engineering assistance Professional fee Office expense Chemical treatment of canals Advertising Office rent Secretary's travel Total exnenditures 
FUND BALANCE beginning of year FUND BALANCE, end of year 

$25,418 5,381 1,955 32,754 
2,000 4,406 110 71,552 5OO 955 246 10,519 1,146 3,250 90 94,774 62,020 128,781 66,761 
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LAWTELL GRAVITY DRAINAGE DISTRICT NO. ELEVEN OF OF ST. LANDRY PARISH 
FOR THE NINE MONTHS ENDED SEPTEMBER 30. 2001 

A. SUMM3kRY OF AUDIT RESULTS 

14 

I. The auditor's report expresses an unqualified opinion on the general purpose financial statements of the Lawtell Gravity Drainage District No. Eleven of St. Landry Parish. 2. No reportable conditions relating to the audit of the financial statements are reported in the Report on Compliance and on Internal Control over financial Reporting Based on an Audit of F~nancial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government Auditinq Standards 3. NO instances of noncompliance material to the Lawtell Gravity Drainage District NO. Eleven disclosed during the audit. financial statements of of St. Landry Parish 
4. There was no single audit required under OMB Circular A-133 

the were 



OF ST. LANDRY PARISH 
FOR THE NINE MONTHS ENDED SEPTEMBER 30. 200 

SECTION I - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE MATERIAL TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS N/A 
SECTION II - INTERNAL CONTROL AND CO~~PLIANCE MATERIAL TO FEDERAL AWARDS N/A 
SECTION III N/A 

15 



Joel L~,nelos, Jr., CPA Russell J. Sicily, CPA Chizal B. Fonlenot, CPA James L. Nicholson, Jr., CPA G. Kenneth Paw, Ih CPA Darren J. Cart, CPA Michael A. Roy, CPA Lisa 1. Manuel, CPA 
JOHN S. DOWLING & COMPANY A CORPORATION OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

Honorable Ralph Sonnier Lawtell Gravity Drainage District No. Eleven St. Landry Parish Opelousas, Louisiana 

John S. Dowliog, CPA 1904-1984 Retired Harold Dupre, CPA 1996 John Newton Stout, CPA 1998 Dwight Ledoux, CPA 1998 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of Lawtell Gravity Drainage District No. Eleven as of and for the nine months ended September 30, 2001, and have issued our report thereon dated February 1, 2002. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States and the provisions of OMB Circular A- 133. 
As part of our examination, we have issued our report on the financial statements, dated February 1, 2002, and our report on internal control and compliance with laws, regulations, and contracts, dated February 1, 2002. 
mmaterial Instance of Noncomoliance 2001-1. Budeet adootion The budget for the year ended December 2001 was adopted in March 2001. We recommend that the budget be adopted prior to the preceding year-end. 
During the course of our examination, we became aware of the following matters which we have included as a suggestion for improved internal control. Sut~eestion for Imnroved lnternal Controls 
2001-2. Monthly office ren Office rent is being paid according to the number of meetings held rather than on a monthly basis. We recommend that office rent only be paid monthly as it is stated in the minutes and that the amount overpaid be reimbursed. 

t~ O. Box 433 4766 1-49 North Service Road Opolousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 337-948-4848 7elofa~ 337-948-6109 



ltonorable Ralph Sonnier LawtelI Gravity Drainage District No. Eleven St. Landry Parish Page 2 
2001-3. Payroll taxes Social security is currently not being withheld from the employee's salary. Social security and medicare payments are a mandatory requirement unless exempt otherwise. The District is currently not paying social security when the quarterly reports are prepared. We recommend that payroll taxes be withheld from the employee's salary and paid when the quarterly reports are prepared. 
Opelousas, Louisiana February 1, 2002 



 
~ , . [5 LAWTELL 530 North Walnut Slree{3~/~,PR "- I [d-1 li): 3 I Opdousas, I,,4 70570 February 1, 2002 CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN 

Louisiana Legislative Auditor Baton Rouge, LA 70804 l,awtell Gravity Drainage District #11 of St. Landry Parish, Louisiana respectfully submits the following corrective action plan for the nine months ended September 30, 2001. Name and address of independent public aceouming firm: John S. Dowling & Company P. O. Box 1549 Opelousas, LA 70571-1549 Audit period: Nine (9) months ended September 30, 2001 The findings from the 2001 audit report and management letter are discussed below. The findings are numbered consistently with the numbers assigned in the report. FINDINGS-FINANCIAL STATEMENT AUDIT NONE FINDINGS-FEDERAL AWARD PROGRAMS AUDIT NONE FINDINGS-MANAGEMENT LETTER 2001-1 _BUU_D~E]~ AD O0_P)] ON ACTION TAKEN: The new Board was unaware that the budget should have been adopted in the month of December. Effective immediately the budget will be adopted correctly and all future budgets will be adopted on a timely manner as per re~ommendatlon. 2001-2 MONTtlLY OFFIC~F RENT ACTION TAKEN: The new Board was unaware that rent was to be paid on a monthly basis and will handle accordingly on all future months. 



Lawlell Gravity Drainage District #11 Correclive Action Plan Page 2 
2001-3 PAYROLL T__AXES ACTION TAKEN: The new Board was unaware thai social security taxes should be paid on the monthly salary oft:he secretary. The laxes for the 2001-year were paid and all future taxes will be paid as per directed. Sincerely, 

Ctarisse DeFils Secretary-Treasurer LAWTELL GRAVITY DRAINAGE DISTRICT #11 


